
Your committee meets again this week to discuss the vari-
ous issues confronting us, as we do all we can to continue 
the successful operation of the club. 

When I took over the role as President from Lyn, I was look-
ing forward to getting to know you all better, so it has been 
a frustrating time with the lockdown, to say the least.  
However, I am looking forward to the day when we can all 
catch up and be together again.   

On the positive side, I am sure that as soon as we are 
“released”, there will be some wonderful times ahead.  Bar-
bara will no doubt have some exciting theatre opportuni-
ties, the garden group will have more options due to the 
Council grant and the walking group will be up and away.  
Also, Peggy and I are looking forward to joining the Dine 
Out group.  

In addition to the Silo Art Trail trip in March, there will be at 
least three day trips and maybe another extended holiday 
later in the year.  We have already booked in our mid year 
Celebratory lunch next year and our 2021 Christmas lunch. 

Take care and stay safe.  
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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

1 Sept—Committee meeting 
1st Tuesday by Zoom 

3 Sept—Solo group  
1st Thursday 

4 Sept—FFFQFF  Quiz 
alt Fridays 2:00pm by Zoom 

8 Sept—General Meeting 
2nd Tuesday by Zoom 

9 Sept—Canasta Group 
2nd Wednesday by Zoom 

16 Sept—Discussion Group  
3rd Wednesday* by Zoom 

18 Sept—FFFQFF Quiz 
alt Fridays 2:00pm by Zoom 

1 October—International Probus Day 

Ron Johnson, President 
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Stay well stay safe 

Judy Brophy 

Anne Harman 

Virginia Kemp 

Catherine Origlasso 

Greig Provan 

Richard Van de Velde 

Rod Wilkinson 

* Normal schedule 3rd Tuesday but 

during COVID usually on Wednesday 
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Welfare Coming Up  
I am very happy to report that Denise Boschetti has had a 
good report from her doctors this week following some 
recent tests.  They show she is having a good response to 
her treatment. 
Denise has asked me to pass on her gratitude and thanks 
for all the letters, cards and phone calls of support she has 
received.  They have been of great help and comfort to 
her. 
I am also very pleased to be able to report that Helen 
O’Brien has now completed 6 of her 8 chemotherapy 
treatments with no side effects.  She is feeling well and 
her doctors are pleased with her progress. 
I am sure we all wish these 2 brave ladies all the best as 
they continue with their treatments. 
A card has been received from Ivy Angleton in which she 
wishes to thank everyone in the club who have sent her 
messages of support during these last few weeks. 
She is very appreciative of them and is looking forward to 
returning to Probus when the restrictions are over. 
I do hope all our members are well though I am sure we 
are all feeling some lockdown fatigue and hope that we 
can soon lead a more normal life.  We all miss our families 
and seeing our friends but hopefully we can start to enjoy 
some pleasanter weather and seeing the lovely spring 
blooms cheering up the gardens. 
My best wishes to everyone but especially to all who are 
celebrating a birthday in September.  Wishing you all a 
happy day and a healthy year ahead.  Hopefully you can 
have some celebration in spite of the restrictions. 

Veronica 

Solo 
1st Thursday:  Thursday 3 September 

Soloists will gather via Zoom for, if not a hand or two 
of cards, then that most important activity—a chat 
over a coffee. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell 

Probus Day 

PSPL has en-
dorsed the 
declaration of 
a day each 
year as Pro-
bus Day. The 
inaugural an-
nual celebra-
tion will be 
held on Thurs-
day 1 October 
2020 – this 

date acknowledges the United Nations Day of Older 
Persons which was declared by the UN over 30 years 
ago as an opportunity to highlight the important contri-
butions that older people make to society. 

This year's theme is Staying Connected and Active with 
Probus - the key to happy retirement.  PSPL’s primary 
goal is to raise awareness of Probus and to draw atten-
tion to the benefits of joining a Club.  This day is all 
about celebrating Probus whilst connecting with as 
many retirees and semi retirees as possible. 

Or perhaps …... 

Alternate Friday afternoons:   
Friday 4 September  2:00pm by Zoom 

Friday’s the day you have a chance to win the 
fantastic prizes of the FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY 
FRIENDLY QUIZ.  A week at the Rydges Swanston 
St, a month long cruise on the Ruby Princess and 
other longed for wonders. 

The afternoon tea challenge is pikelets, so make 
sure you have a plate full for the challenge—and, 
perhaps more importantly, to enjoy in the after-
noon tea break. 

Intending players please contact 
Judy.  Zoom access detail will be 
emailed out Thursday or Friday 
morning. 

Convenor, trivia guru,  
judge & quizmaster:   
Judy Brophy 

FFFQFF— 

Zen teaching: 
Give a man a fish and he will 
eat for a day. Teach him how 
to fish, and he will sit in a 
boat and drink beer all day.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2KO49YXQRPY
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Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising, 

community activities within the  

City of Boroondara 

Coming up 
On line learning   

A Zoom review of 
WIN 10 is in the 
pipeline. To prepare 
for this interested 
participants are 
asked to send ques-
tions/queries to 
Roy via email.  

The review is on the Operating System 
of WIN 10 not the software that is 
used such as Word, Excel, etc although 
the OS and software are interdepend-
ent.  

Areas of interest could be Updates, 
Networks, Printers, USB drives, Files 
and File types, troubleshooting, Admin-
istrator, Browsers and Security to 
name a few. 

Canasta 
2nd Wednesday:  Wednesday 9 September 2:00pm 

The Canasta Group will again meet by Zoom this 
month.  Whether much Canasta will be played is a 
moot point. 

Convenor:  Ann Price 

Next Week 

General Meeting 
2nd Tuesday:  Tuesday 8 September, 10:00am 

Now we’re on a roll, General Meetings are back on 
the agenda—even if we can’t physically get together 
we’ll Zoom on Tuesday 8 September. 

Our meeting will commence at 10:00 with a presen-
tation by Matthew Etty-Leal from the Balwyn Histori-
cal Society on ‘The Western 
District Squattocracy’.  
After the presentation 
there will be a shortish 
business session.   

Sorry people, no lunching 
together again this month. 
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Recent Activities Creative Pursuits 

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of 

our club and its activities 

Our creative members have not been idle and, despite not being able to physically get together, they’ve con-
tinued with their individual projects.  On Monday 24 August they got together by Zoom to chat about them 
and talk of future activities. 
Joan Teele used the technology to show the beautiful quilt she’s working on and Ann shared a 3 ingredient 
recipe for raspberry cake. 
Some pics of Joan’s quilting are shown below—and we’re looking forward to getting Ann’s recipe—maybe it 
will become a challenge for the FFFQ afternoon tea challenge in the future. 

Elaine 

Our intrepid investors got together by Zoom on 
Tuesday evening to share the pain. 

Overall the Investors “portfolio” has dropped by 13% 
since the shares were “bought” in February. 

Investors are, by nature, optimistic and always hop-

Investors 
ing for a good year with share returns always on the 
up.  Of course there are swings and roundabouts.  
One member’s “investment” has seen a rise of 73.7% 
since February, another 52.4% and —— and still the 
portfolio overall value fell. 

Nevertheless, optimism will continue and the group 
will meet again toward the end of September. 
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Book Group 2 
Book Review “An Unconventional Wife” 

Mary Hoban’s biography is a deeply perceptive look 
at the life of Julia Sorell Arnold 1826 – 1888.  Julia 
was born in Hobart & suffered a disruptive childhood 
when her mother took her children back to Europe 
and left them with their grandparents, while she 
followed her lover to India. 

On returning to Hobart several years later, Julia mar-
ried Tom Arnold, becoming part of one of the most 
eminent intellectual families in Victorian England. 
Her married life was undermined by constant finan-
cial pressures and an ongoing rift due to religious 
differences. They were constantly in debt and with 
eight children to support money was an enduring 
problem. 

Julia was enterprising by taking in boarders, but at 
that point in time all money was controlled by the 
husband in families. Julia fought for her independ-
ence during a period of profound change. 

One of her daughters became a best selling author, 
another a Suffragette and another established a 
school for girls which still exists today. Julia was also 
the Grand Mother of Aldous and Julian Huxley. 

We all enjoyed the book but felt frustration at Tom’s 
irresponsible and unbending attitude. 

Margaret Cox 

Book Group 1 
‘Akin’ by Emma Donoghue. This is the 10th novel 
written by Emma, an Irish-born writer who now lives 
in Canada. Our group read an earlier book of hers 
called ‘Room’ in 2012. The book was enjoyed by the 
10 members who participated in the Zoom meeting. 
We appreciated having the meeting organised by 
Russ so that we had more time for our meeting. 

The story concerns 79 year old Noah Selvaggio, a 
retired Chemistry professor who lives in the Upper 
West Side of New York. He is a childless widower and 
plans to leave the following week on a short trip to 
Nice where he was born. This is to celebrate his 80th 
birthday  and to revisit the place where he lived as a 
small child with his mother and  famous grandfather, 
a photographer. He has also found some old photos 
that had been taken by his mother and he wants to 
try and find out more about them. However he is 
contacted by a social worker who has identified him 
as a relative of his 11 year old great-nephew, Mi-
chael. Michael’s father, Noah’s nephew, is dead from 
an overdose and his mother is in gaol on drug relat-
ed charges. His maternal grandmother with whom 
Michael lived has recently died from diabetes com-
plications and Michael will need to go into care if 
Noah cannot look after him. This will just be on a 
temporary basis until a maternal aunt can be locat-
ed. Michael has never left Brooklyn and has been 
through a number of significant losses in his short 
life. 

The two fly to Nice and although related appear to 
have very little in common due to the cultural and 
generational differences between them.  Over the 
next few days they have to deal with these differ-
ences.  Several times Michael’s brash and challeng-
ing behaviour is very difficult for Noah who is totally 
unfamiliar with a preadolescent boy’s life, interests 
and style of speech.  We could all appreciate how 
tired Noah sometimes felt during this unanticipated 
change to his lifestyle and the responsibilities he had 
for Michael’s care.  Both Noah and Michael were 
able to teach each other as well as to learn from 
each other and start to recognise the limits that each 
of their lives have placed on their experiences. 

Following the book discussion the group looked at 
other books that have been suggested for us to read 
in the following months, bearing in mind the limita-
tions of our libraries being closed. 

Diane Robinson 

Book Group reports 

Book Group 2’s September read is 

 

In September Book Group 1  
will discuss  

The Wife and the Widow’  
by Christian White,  

June will lead the discussion. 
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Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

Have you got your FREE COVID 
washable masks?  

Free to Greythorn Probus members. 
Compulsory wearing of a Face Mask at all times, 
once outside your front door is perhaps onerous but 
definitely essential.   

To keep every Probus member protected is a gift 
pack of two FREE masks per person.  These are three
-layer, well-fitting, wash and wear fabric masks, as 
recommended by Vic Gov. 

All you need do is send through your email order for 
two masks per person - available in Medium or Large 
size - to Merilyn Newnham (click the pic.) 

We also give a big shout out to our machinists ex-
traordinaire—Elaine Provan, Mary 
Dunne, Joan Teele, Patricia Pas-
coe, Anne Ponsford, and Denise 
Powell.  Further offers of assis-
tance from others with a sewing 
machine and a few hours to spare 
will be most welcome to assist 
with production. 

Merilyn 

TESTING FOR COVID—HOW AND WHY 

This might be fairly late in the process, but, after watching 
Michael Mosley talking about the COVID19 virus on SBS 
recently, I found the following discussion on testing for 
COVID, and about the virus itself, interesting. 
We hear each day how many tests have been done in total 
and in the previous 24 hours—how important is that infor-
mation? 

If I’d only known in 

March that it would 

be my last time in a 

restaurant I would 

have ordered  

dessert 

The dumbest 

thing I’ve ever 

purchased was  

a 2020 year  

planner 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
mailto:merilynnewnham@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akiXEfWW-V0
https://youtu.be/1j4Ru6ltJgo
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Garden Appreciation 
We don’t necessarily need a formal group gathering 
or activity in order to appreciate some of our won-
derful Melbourne gardens. 

So here's a way to get your exercise and enjoy the 
wonders of Australia's flowering natives– many of 
which are currently in bloom. 

The famous Maranoa Gardens in Paring Rd., Balwyn 
are a great place for a walk - and probably are within 
the 5km distance of the homes of most of our mem-
bers—so a valid place for a walk. 

There’s a car park for the gardens at the end of  
Parring Rd which runs off Whitehorse Rd. 

The Maranoa Gardens is the perfect spot for relaxing 
and immersing yourself in some of Australia’s most 
fascinating and unique flora.  Follow the circuit path 
and discover a collection of around 4,000 native plant 
species, categorised into major vegetation groups 
from rainforest to arid zone. 

Who knows, you might meet some of your friends 
taking their exercise in the gardens too. 

Butch the Rooster 
Sarah was in the fertilized egg business.?? She 
had several hundred young pullets and ten roost-
ers to fertilize the eggs. 

She kept records and any rooster not performing 
went into the soup pot and was replaced. 

This took a lot of time, so she bought some tiny 
bells and attached them to her roosters. 

Each bell had a different tone, so she could tell 
from a distance which rooster was performing. 

Now, she could sit on the porch and fill out an 
efficiency report by just listening to the bells. 

Sarah's favourite rooster, old Butch, was a very 
fine specimen but, this morning she noticed old 
Butch's bell hadn't rung at all! 

When she went to investigate, she saw the other 
roosters were busy chasing pullets, bells-a-
ringing, but the pullets hearing the roosters com-
ing, would run for cover. 

To Sarah's amazement, old Butch had his bell in 
his beak, so it couldn't ring. 

He'd sneak up on a pullet, do his job, and walk on 
to the next one. 

Sarah was so proud of old Butch, she entered him 
in a Show and he became an overnight sensation 
among the judges. 

The result was the judges not only awarded old 
Butch the "No Bell Peace Prize" they also award-
ed him the "Pulletsurprise" as well. 

Clearly old Butch was a politician in the making. 

Who else but a politician could figure out how to 
win two of the most coveted awards on our plan-
et by being the best at sneaking up on the unsus-
pecting populace and screwing them when they 
weren't paying attention? 

Vote carefully in the next election. You can't al-
ways hear the bells. 



Grey Matter Weekly  -  24 

Page 8  

31 August—6 September 

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.   

Marty’s Playground 
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?  
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these: 

Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 23 of Grey 
Matter  

1. John Lennon & Paul McCartney. ‘Eleanor 
Rigby’ (1966 song) 

2. David Lodge The British Museum is Falling Down 
(1965) ch.4 

3. H W Longfellow 1807 – 82 ‘The Arrow & the 
Song’ (1845) 

4. Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) Attributed  

Now find out who is responsible for these.  

1. Life well spent is long. 

2. The world is becoming like a lunatic asylum run by 
lunatics. 

3. In Flanders fields the poppies blow – Between the 
crosses, row on row. 

4. I never forget a face, but in your case I’ll be glad to  
make an exception. 

KINKY ADVERTISING  

(aka No Bull) 

ON AN  ELECTRICIAN’S TRUCK 
Let us remove your shorts 

IN A NON SMOKING AREA 
If we see smoke, we will assume 
you are on fire and will take appropriate action. 

ON A MATERNITY ROOM DOOR 
“Push, Push, Push” 

BRAIN TEASERS 
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.29 
through 42 (with some exceptions). 

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to 
scrutiny.  Some I have no answer for.  If you have another 
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M. 
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the 
next issue of Grey Matter. 

29. Any one for tennis 

30. Backward Glance 

31. Three bl i nd Mice 

32. Long Underwear                      

33.  

34.  

35. Robin Hood (ROB in HOOD) 

36. See through Blouse 

37. Safety in Numbers 

38. Out of Court 

39. Tone on Tone 

40. Laid back 

41. H2o (letters H to O backwards) under water 

42. Too (Two) Few to (Two) mention. 

Now try the next block Nos. 43 through 
58 

Trump That ! 


